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Gustav Mahler
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Gustav Mahler Symphony No. 5: Adagietto
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Gustav Mahler Symphony No.5

IV, Adagietto,
Sehr langsam Very slow
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Symphony No. 5 by Gustav Mahler (1860~1911)
was composed in 1901 and 1902, mostly during
the summer vacation at his holiday cottage at
Maiernigg. The symphony is generally regarded
as the most conventional symphony that he had
yet written, but from such an unconventional
composer it still had many peculiarities. It
almost has a four movement structure, as the
first two can easily be viewed as essentially

a whole. The symphony also ends with a rondo,
in the classical style. Some peculiarities are

the funeral march that opens the piece and the
Adagietto for harp and strings that contrasts
with the complex orchestration of the other
movements. This is a stylistic and emotional
contrast to the entire symphony has achieved so
far and in particular a contrast to the spanning
breadth of the Scherzo. It is a simple song using
only strings (including harp) - a cartoon dating
from the Symphony’s Vienna premiere shows

a tuba player during this movement, asleep. It
conveys only a single mood and is structured

in ABA form, with section B a modulation of

the main melody. It exhibits “lonely and blissful
contemplation” and “emotion intensely felt and
yet restrained in expression.”

There is a story (probably apocryphal) that

the 4th movement was written as a testament
of love to Alma, and that Mahler sent it to her
with no accompanying words. Allegedly she
understood his meaning and wrote him in return
that he should come to her. According to a letter
she wrote to Willem Mengelberg, the composer
left a small poem regarding this movement:

Wie ich Dich liebe, Du meine Sonne,

In which way I love you, my sunbeam,

ich kann mit Worten Dir’s nicht sagen.

I cannot tell you with words.

Nur meine Sehnsucht kann ich Dir klagen

Only my longing, my love and my bliss

und meine Liebe, meine Wonne!

can I with anguish declare.

Ludwig van Beethoven, Scene und Aria “Ah! Perfido”, Op. 65
SEv3] B e, 95314 ofzlo}
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Ludwig van Beethoven,

Concert aria
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“Ah! Perfido”, Op. 65
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Ah! perfido, spergiuro, of, & mlL Algto|o], HE2] npe o]

barbaro traditor, tu parti? oFgkA ¢l uj ARk LFE U7 FAILER ?

e son questi gl'ultimi tuoi congedi? Jz|a o] Zio] 1A upx|ut o] HIZEQ ?

ove s’intese tirannia piu crudel? o] Bt} zQ13 3l | 7} 91 & 71?

Va, scelerato! va, pur fuggi da me, 7hH e 8. Abetgh Al W Al A LA 2 )
I'ira de’ Numi non fuggirai! SRR St A FE HA| ZE Zlola
Se v'é giustizia in Ciel, se v'é pieta, sh=2] A o o} xH| 7} T
congiureranno a gara tutti a punirti! FA2 Ageke Zol g,

Ombra seguace! presente, ovunque vai,  ©|t]2 7}= 9& Zo] ¢l-& ZJych
vedro le mie vendette; el BE4E HA E Zlola.

io gia le godo immaginando; AZtgt sz o|m] 7|HFQ |

Enjeto] Hojd Zo] ol dshr e,

b ekl ok 51 Bmo] Alo] Alod !

Lt

i fulmini ti veggo gia balenar d’intorno.

e

Ahno! ah no! fermate, vindici Dei!
risparmiate quel cor, ferite il mio! I 25 §ABHA L T4l L XA 2.
s’einon & pitt qual era son’io qual fui, JeHPT s Cdd a2 d By

per lui vivea, voglio morir per lui! 5 Fa Agto] & gl HASUT

Per pieta, non dirmi addio, B3] o AFA Q. Al L] mhall 2
di te priva che faro? gl glo] Lole & 4=l 8?
tu lo sai, bell'idol mio! U AL}, rale & oo Q.

io d’affanno moriro.
Ah crudel! tuvuoi ch’io mora! of ZQIs Al Wt =715 Yt a?
tunon hai pieta dime? WA SAolgtt 225 W7 R] Bt a?
oA Alahs o] 2 o] %A it

o] ofgtA Q] Z10] T Ei7he17}R?

perché rendi a chi t'adora

cosl barbara mercé?

i)
ol

PR R

Folekm 54 7Bt glukar

Dite voi, se in tanto affanno

P

non son degna di pieta

“Ah! perfido” (Ah! Deceiver), Op. 65, is

a

concert aria for soprano and orchestra

by Ludwig van Beethoven. The dramatic

scena begins with a recitative in C
major, taken from Pietro Metastasio’s

Achille in Sciro. The aria “Per pieta, non

dirmi addio” (For pity’s sake, do not bid

me farewell) is set in the key of E-flat
major and its lyricist is anonymous.
The work was first performed on 21
November 1796 in the Theater am
Ranstadter Tor in Leipzig, with sopran
Josepha Duschek as the soloist. The
singer, a friend of Mozart in Prague,

(]

advertised it as “an Italian scena written

by Beethoven for Mad. Duschek”,
possibly to raise interest rather than a

statement about a dedication. The only

extant manuscript by a copyist has a
dedication to “Signora Comtessa di
Clari”, Countess Josephine of Clary-
Aldringen.

Ah! perfido, spergiuro,

barbaro traditor, tu parti?

e son questi gl'ultimi tuoi congedi?

ove s’intese tirannia piu crudel?

Va, scelerato! va, pur fuggi da me,

Iira de’ Numi non fuggirai!

Sev’e giustizia in Ciel, se v’e pieta,
congiureranno a gara tuttia punirti!
Ombra seguace! presente, ovunque vai,
vedro le mie vendette;

io gia le godo immaginando;

ifulmini ti veggo gia balenar d’intorno.
Ah no! ah no! fermate, vindici Dei!
risparmiate quel cor, ferite il mio!

sei non ¢ piu qual era son’io qual fui,

per lui vivea, voglio morir per lui!

Per pieta, non dirmi addio,
dite priva che faro?
tu lo sai, bell’idol mio!

io d’affanno moriro.
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Ah crudel! tu vuoi ch’io mora!
tu non hai pieta di me?
perche rendia chit’adora
cosi barbara merce?

Dite voi, se in tanto affanno

non son degna di pieta?

Ah! Faithless one, perjured,

barbarous betrayer, do you leave?

And are these your last farewells?

Who ever suffered such cruel tyranny?
Go, wicked man! Go, run from me,

The wrath of the Gods you shall not
escape!

If there is justice in Heaven, if there is
mercy,

They will join together to punish you!
Pursuing shade, present wherever you go,
I shall see my vengeance;

I already enjoy it in my mind;

I see already lightning flashing about you.
Ah no, ah no, stop, Gods of vengeance!
Spare that heart, strike mine!

Though he has changed, I am what I was,
Through him I lived, I would die for him!

For pity, do not bid me farewell,
What shall I do without you?
You know, fair beloved,

I shall die troubled.

Ah, cruel one, you would that I die!
Have you no pity for me?

Why do you treat one who adores you
With such barbarous reward?

Tell me if in such trouble

Am I not worthy of pity?

Gustav Mahler

Symphony No, 4
in G Major

Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 4 in G
major, composed from 1899 to 1900,
incorporates elements from a song he
had written in 1892, “Das himmlische
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Leben” (“The Heavenly Life”), sung by
a soprano in the symphony’s Finale.
Initially conceived with six movements,
alternating between instrumental

and vocal pieces, the final version,
completed in August 1900, consists

of four movements: Bedéachtig, nicht
eilen (sonata form); In geméachlicher
Bewegung, ohne Hast (scherzo and
trio); Ruhevoll, poco adagio (double
theme and variations); and Sehr
behaglich (strophic variations).
Premiering in Munich on 25 November
1901, the symphony faced criticism
for its perceived ambiguity and was
unfavorably compared to Mahler’s
Second Symphony. Despite this, Mahler
conducted further performances,

and the symphony gained popularity
posthumously, particularly contributing
to Mabhler’s rise in popularity after World
War I.

Structured with cyclic themes, the
symphony weaves anticipations of
the Finale’s main theme throughout
preceding movements. Characterized
by neoclassical elements, the first
movement's complexity lies in its
development section. The second
movement depicts Death with fiddle
scherzos, contrasted with Landler-like
trios. The third movement'’s themes
are variated before culminating in a
powerful coda, while the Finale features
verses from “Das himmlische Leben”
interspersed with refrains from the
first movement. Themes from this
symphony resonate in Mahler's other
works, such as his Second, Third, and
Fifth Symphonies.

Fourth movement text:

Das himmlische Leben

(aus Des Knaben Wunderhorn)

Wir genieflen die himmlischen Freuden,
D’rum tun wir das Irdische meiden.
Kein weltlich’ Getiimmel

Hort man nicht im Himmel!

Lebt alles in sanftester Ruh’.
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Wir fithren ein englisches Leben,
Sind dennoch ganz lustig daneben;
Wir tanzen und springen,

Wir hiipfen und singen,

Sankt Peter im Himmel sieht zu.
Johannes das Limmlein auslasset,
Der Metzger Herodes d’rauf passet.
Wir fithren ein geduldig’s,
Unschuldig’s, geduldig’s,

Ein liebliches Limmlein zu Tod.
Sankt Lucas den Ochsen tit schlachten
Ohn’ einig’s Bedenken und Achten.
Der Wein kost” kein Heller

Im himmlischen Keller;

Die Englein, die backen das Brot.

Gut’ Krauter von allerhand Arten,
Die wachsen im himmlischen Garten,
Gut’ Spargel, Fisolen

Und was wir nur wollen.

Ganze Schiisseln voll sind uns bereit!
Gut’ Apfel, gut’ Birn’ und gut’ Trauben;
Die Girtner, die alles erlauben.

Willst Rehbock, willst Hasen,

Auf offener Straflen

Sie laufen herbei!

Sollt’ ein Fasttag etwa kommen,

Alle Fische gleich mit Freuden
angeschwommen!

Dort lduft schon Sankt Peter

Mit Netz und mit Koder

Zum himmlischen Weiher hinein.

Sankt Martha die Kochin muf} sein.

Kein’ Musik ist ja nicht auf Erden,
Die unsrer verglichen kann werden.
Elftausend Jungfrauen

Zu tanzen sich trauen.

Sankt Ursula selbst dazu lacht.
Kein’ Musik ist ja nicht auf Erden,
Die unsrer verglichen kann werden.
Cicilia mit ihren Verwandten

Sind treffliche Hofmusikanten!

Die englischen Stimmen
Ermuntern die Sinnen,

Daf alles fiir Freuden erwacht.

The Heavenly Life
(from Des Knaben Wunderhorn)

We enjoy heavenly pleasures

<Das himmlische Leben>

(aus Des Knaben Wunderhorn)

Wir geniefen die himmlischen Freuden,
D’rum tun wir das Irdische meiden.

Kein weltlich’ Getiimmel Hért man nicht im
Himmel!

Lebt alles in sanftester Ruh’.

Wir fithren ein englisches Leben,

Sind dennoch ganz lustig daneben;

Wir tanzen und springen, Wir hiipfen und
singen,

Sanct Peter im Himmel sieht zu.
Johannes das Lammlein auslasset,

Der Metzger Herodes d’rauf passet. Wir

fithren ein geduldig’s, Unschuldig’s, geduldig’s,

Ein liebliches Lammlein zu Tod.

Sanct Lucas den Ochsen tat schlachten
Ohn’ einig’s Bedenken und Achten.

Der Wein kost’ kein Heller Im himmlischen
Keller;

Die Englein, die backen das Brot.

Gut’ Krauter von allerhand Arten,

Die wachsen im himmlischen Garten,
Gut’ Spargel, Fisolen

Und was wir nur wollen.

Ganze Schiisseln voll sind uns bereit!
Gut’ Apfel, gut’ Birn' und gut’ Trauben;
Die Gartner, die alles erlauben.

Willst Rehbock, willst Hasen, Auf offener
Straflen

Sie laufen herbei!

Sollt’ ein Fasttag etwa kommen,

Alle Fische gleich mit Freuden
angeschwommen!

Dort lauft schon Sanct Peter Mit Netz
und mit Kéder

Zum himmlischen Weiher hinein.

Sanct Martha die K6chin muf§ sein.

Kein’' Musik ist ja nicht auf Erden,

Die unsrer verglichen kann werden.
Elftausend Jungfrauen

Zu tanzen sich trauen.

Sanct Ursula selbst dazu lacht. Kein' Musik ist
janichtauf Erden, Die unsrer verglichen kann
werden. Cacilia mit ihren Verwandten

Sind treffliche Hofmusikanten! Die
englischen Stimmen Ermuntern die Sinnen,

Daf alles fiir Freuden erwacht.
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and therefore avoid the earthly stuff.
No worldly tumult

is to be heard in heaven.

Alllive in greatest peace.

We lead angelic lives,

yet have a merry time of it besides.
We dance and we spring,

We skip and we sing.

Saint Peter in heaven looks on.
John lets the lambkin out,

and Herod the Butcher lies in wait for it.
We lead a patient,

an innocent, patient,

dear little lamb to its death.

Saint Luke slaughters the ox
without any thought or concern.
Wine doesn’t cost a penny

in the heavenly cellars;

The angels bake the bread.

Good greens of every sort

grow in the heavenly vegetable patch,
good asparagus, string beans,

and whatever we want.

Whole dishfuls are set for us!

Good apples, good pears and good grapes,
and gardeners who allow everything!
Ifyou want roebuck or hare,

on the public streets

they come running right up.

Should a fast day come along,

all the fishes at once come swimming with
joy.

There goes Saint Peter running

with his net and his bait

to the heavenly pond.

Saint Martha must be the cook.

There is just no music on earth
that can compare to ours.

Even the eleven thousand virgins
venture to dance,

and Saint Ursula herself has to laugh.
There is just no music on earth
that can compare to ours.

Cecilia and all her relations
make excellent court musicians.
The angelic voices

gladden our senses,

so that all awaken for joy.
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