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Shostakovich — Violin Concerto No.1in a minor, Op. 99 (77)
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Shostakovich
Violin Concerto No. 1
in a minor, Op. 99 (77)

Dmitri Dmitriyevich Shostakovich
(1906-1975) lived through an extremely
dark and contradictory era marked by
the World Wars and the Soviet socialist
regime (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, USSR) from 1922 to 1991.
Unlike many contemporary Russian
musicians who escaped the communist
homeland in search of freedom,
Shostakovich chose to remain in the
USSR. However, he endured persecution
and hardship from the government,
losing his rights as an artistand as a
free individual. During this time, the
Soviet artistic community operated
under the strict cultural policies known
as Zhdanovism (>xaaHoBLMHa), named
after Andrei Zhdanov, involving cultural
purges within the Soviet Union. This
policy aimed to revolutionize cultural
and artistic trends as codes for the
socialist revolution. To advance
towards communism, it was deemed
necessary to actively promote and
propagate revolutionary culture, while
thoroughly destroying bourgeois,
capitalist, imperialist, and Western
cultural influences. This policy, linked to
the Chinese Communist Party's Cultural
Revolution in the 1960s, had a profound

impact on many cultural and artistic
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figures, extending its influence to North

Korea's cultural and artistic spheres.

During Stalin's oppressive regime,
where innocent people were ruthlessly
executed as part of political purges,
the policies imposed on the artistic
community allowed no room for free
artistic creation or any form of direct
or indirect criticism against the regime.
Shostakovich initially aligned himself
with the regime by composing works
that praised the Russian revolution
and Lenin, such as Symphony No. 2,
Symphony No. 3, and the first opera,
“The Nose”

However, in 1936, his second opera,
“Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk
District” (1934), raised suspicions
due to its seemingly critical musical
tone, leading to severe criticism,
particularly from Pravda newspaper.
From 1937 onwards, Shostakovich
faced threats and atrocities from the
Soviet government, with numerous
friends and relatives, including his
wife Nina's mother, Sofia Varzar,

and his sister-in-law, being exiled to
labor camps or executed for dubious
reasons. Shostakovich, shaken by the
violence surrounding his family and
friends due to his works, eventually
succumbed to pressure and chose to
compose deliberately propagandistic
works (Symphonies No. 5 and 7, film
scores, and oratorios) to appease the
communist authorities and preserve
his life. This marked a turning point,
and Shostakovich received numerous
awards from the Soviet government,
including the Lenin Prize, the Order of
Lenin, the Order of the Red Banner of

Labor, and the Stalin Prize.

Despite being celebrated as a patriotic
artistic hero of the Soviet Union,

Shostakovich faced his second trial
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in 1945 when his Symphony No.

9 was criticized for inadequately
expressing Russia’s victory over the
Nazis. Symphony No. 9, from its very
first movement, subtly incorporated
satire and criticism of the regime.
Though the piece was instrumental,
later interpretations revealed its
unmistakable anti-Soviet undertones
when considered in the context

of Shostakovich's intentions. The
Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR noticed
this, and in 1948, along with Prokofiev
and Khachaturian, Shostakovich

was condemned as a bourgeois
formalist. The committee revoked
their professorial positions, imposed
a ban on all their works, and required
them to attend weekly sessions

to write self-critical statements.
Shostakovich endured shameful and
humiliating days during this period, but
the communist authorities, deeming
him still useful, chose not to exile or
execute him. Eventually, in the summer
of 1949, Shostakovich composed

the propaganda oratorio “Song of

the Forests” to align with the Soviet
government's expectations. This act
of compliance allowed him to avoid
the ban on performances of his works
and regain some financial support.
His Violin Concerto No. 1, completed
in 1948, demonstrated Shostakovich's
discomfort with the Soviet regime,
portraying a feeble and cowardly
image of himself in the face of brutal
oppression against the Soviet people

and artists.

In the second movement, Shostakovich
depicted his own cowardice by

utilizing the DSCH motif (D#-E-C#-B), a
musical motif created from the initials
of his name. While this motif is not
particularly new in musical history, its
use by Shostakovich during such a

tumultuous period provides a crucial
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clue about how he perceived himself.
Unable to muster the courage to release
such critical works, Shostakovich
chose to conceal them until much later
when the climate of Stalinist artistic
oppression began to wane. Only after
the success of his Symphony No. 10
did Shostakovich feel comfortable
enough to reveal these compositions to
the world. Due to this seven-year hiatus,
the Symphony No. 10 has two opus
numbers, and it is sometimes referred
to as 0p.99 (77). On October 29, 1955,
the Leningrad Philharmonic, under

the direction of Yevgeny Mravinsky,
premiered this symphony, dedicated to

Soviet violinist David Oistrakh.

Mendelssohn — Symphony No.3 in a minor, Op.56 ‘Scottish’
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Symphony No.3 in a minor,
Op.56 'Scottish'

Mendelssohn
Symphony No.3in A
minor, ‘Scottish’, Op. 56

This symphony leans towards the
programmatic or pictorial, focusing

not so much on the description of the
storyline or adherence to classical
absolute music principles but rather on
depicting the emotions encapsulated in
a panoramic landscape. The spectrum
of emotions and lines are particular-

ly clear. In 1829, Felix Mendelssohn
(1809-1847) was invited by the London
Philharmonic to visit England and con-
duct his Symphony No. 1. This marked

the beginning of his glorious musical



PROGRAM NOTE
79| X 2 H2|= ATSUE FES0te| HLHF0IM 1510 15681101 YSTEZ LHS

=
Of2f YX|2Z0]l ofaf HHe] ie(of =2 OFL|H AREH =1 2= 5& ZII0[X

t
AT A2 K|~ 142 HH O = 1587H0]| JSTHEON|M Fr-E5H0 HIS Al S Orysict

182910]| 21481 0] BT 130] K|t 1842100 SHMEIRCE 1= 0] B

b | o
2f5ts =2t el HOoptTh 2t st Bk XH0| AR EMEO|M =ZH QldS Holsh= A

1003

Andante con moto — Allegro un pocoagitato

UMFEE 7 AUE¥A o2 2 FH|= H|S 9| SMXE O A4 ZAVFEESIL.

Andante con moto

“FE 20l S vl ol gol 9ke ol Uitk

TR A4 AV 0. =W 2 o) g, 152 o] ATE 22t

o ol 2]x] 2.8 W ek 18 BoluAl

el 1 R A AE A ol T2 B ololA 18 AP stz

Lhe 25 o] 2ol 4 33 P20 R} oY EYRE ArshgITh”
RINZERIOIM THAYE K2 Rl 510501 S BHECh AT TA0| W 2157 HSE(of
BRM TS| D AR X2 HIE B2 ool it o1Rlel S ERiUo7ICh DX ALEHY
Aol 382 HCI2 2N E B2|RE Mol oIS HMNHOR M BH5HT YLk
20t%

Vivace nontroppo
AA| ALIEL FAOZ HIFHOM AR SME 2L M3 XE512 UCt H2| of&e] st2{st 7

O A S 2ldstx st 1=20| 7|2 BLt.

Vivace non troppo

IEEESIE=

[224% A 1]

ADEUC 7195 U0 SHo| SMS NS I £ K| REE Lz 4

Qler| Auld lang
it

tt|

T AN
7| HIEFO| ZHETHE D} Are Ye sleeping Maggie®t Z0| A2

o| 2o tEEICE 0|=2| Southern Country S210] X0l A H%, BIFEl Zdo|Ct

w
=

3

®

ic]
m
rlo
ul
0jo
0o

9l

i
bl
ogk

-

Al

Obt
i
02

al
=

12

activities as a composer and conduc-
tor, gaining fame during his several

months’ stay in the country.

In the summer of 1829, Mendelssohn
decided to spend his vacation in Scot-
land and visited Edinburgh. It was
there, at the Holyrood Palace, that he
was deeply moved by the tragedy of
Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots (1542-
1587). Inspired by this event, he started
composing his Symphony No. 3, the
“Scottish Symphony.” Mary Stuart,
originally the queen consort of France,
returned to Scotland in 1561 after the
death of her husband, King Francis I,
and reigned as queen for about seven
years. She worked to reconcile religious
conflicts, unite the divided nobility, and
improve relations with the rival England.
A significant event that inspired Men-
delssohn was the jealous suspicion

of Mary’s husband, Henry Stuart, who,
suspecting Mary's relationship with her

courtier Rizzio, killed Rizzio.

“In the deep twilight we went
today to the palace
where Queen Mary lived and loved...
The chapel below is now roofless. Grass
and ivy thrive there
and at the broken altar
where Mary was crowned Queen
of Scotland.
Everything is ruined, decayed,
and the clear heavens pour in.
I think I have found
there the beginning of my “Scottish”
Symphony”

After seven years of rule, Mary faced
defeat in power struggles with Scottish
nobility and sought refuge in England in
1568. Upon her arrival, she was imme-
diately imprisoned in Carlisle Castle
and remained there for 18 years. Due to

her royal lineage, she unintentionally be-
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came entangled in treasonous activities
orchestrated by politicians. Eventually,
in 1587, she was executed by order of
her fifth cousin and the reigning Queen
of England, Elizabeth |, bringing a tragic

end to her life.

Initiated in 1829, Mendelssohn’'s Sym-
phony No. 3 was completed in 1842
after 13 years. He confessed to the
difficulty he faced in expressing the
impressions he felt in Scotland, stating,
“The moment | grasp it, it slips away
even further” The symphony had its
premiere in 1842 at the Gewandhaus
in Leipzig, conducted by the composer

himself.
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