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Paul Schoenfield,

Four Parables
for Piano

& Orchestra

Paul Schoenfield, alternatively spelled
as Paul Schoenfeld or Pinchas
Schoenfeld, was bornin 1947 in
Detroit, Michigan, and has established
himself as a distinguished classical
composer. Renowned for his adept
fusion of popular, folk, and classical
music genres, Schoenfield's musical
journey has taken him across diverse
landscapes, including a stinton an
Israeli kibbutz. Beyond his musical
pursuits, he has delved into the
realms of mathematics and Hebrew
scholarship, shaping a unigue artistic
perspective that draws inspiration from
jazz, pop, folk, and various vernacular
traditions. While concentrating

on composition in recent times,
Schoenfield previously showcased his
talents as an active concert pianist,
achieving recognition for recording the
complete violin/piano works of Bartok

alongside Sergiu Luca.

Bartok and Gershwin exert significant
influence on Schoenfield's work, evident
in his elegant approach to what s
commonly referred to as “crossover”
music. Interestingly, his incorporation
of vernacular quotations, reminiscent of
composers like William Bolcom, stands
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out for its distinctive, well-crafted
quality.

“Four Parables,”a 1983 piano concerto
inspired by real-life situations,
approached with an entertainingly
eclectic blend of musical styles,
including invigorating jazz elements.
This concerto digs into serious themes
through a lens of dark, even ghoulish
humor, drawing inspiration from
personal acquaintances and social

issues.

The first movement, titled “Rambling Till
the Butcher Cuts

Us Down,” explores the contentious
release of an aged quadriplegic
murderer, presented with sardonic
up-tempo burlesque undertones.

The second movement, “Senility’s

Ride,” portrays a Vermont neighbor of
Schoenfield grappling with memory
issues while reminiscing about youthful
dancing days. The third movement,
“Elegy,’ pays homage to a young friend
who, influenced by “religious fanatics,’
tragically refused medical treatment
and metan untimely end. The finale
narrates a story of a mother punishing
her children by parting with the family
dog, yet “Dog Heaven” concludes the
piece on a lighter note, envisioning a
whimsical canine afterlife complete with

ample bones and fire hydrants for all.

As in many of Schoenfield’s
compositions, “Four Parables”

displays his masterful blending of jazz
elements with traditional classical
forms, employing uninhibited scoring
techniques. While the concerto is
undoubtedly entertaining and effective,
some may perceive it as a showcase
of brilliance rather than a profound

exploration of substance.
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Bedrich Smetana,

Selections from
‘Ma Vlast’

Ma vlast (My Homeland) is a collection
of six symphonic poems composed

by Bedfich Smetana between 1874

and 1879. While often performed as a
unified work, each piece was originally
conceived as an individual composition.
The complete premiere took place in
Prague on November 5, 1882, under

the direction of Adolf Cech, who

also conducted two of the individual

premieres.

Smetana merges Franz Liszt's
symphonic poem form with the

late nineteenth-century ideals of
nationalistic music in Ma vlast. Each
poem captures facets of Bohemia’'s
countryside, history, or legends.

The first movement, VySchrad

Vysehrad (The High Castle), completed
in November 1874, portrays the
VySehrad castle and its history. It
begins with the harp of mythical Lumir,
introducing motifs that reappear
throughout the cycle. The piece
recounts the castle’s story, from
triumphant heights to its collapse,
ending with a quiet depiction of the River
Vitava.

The second movement, Vltava

Vltava, composed between November
and December 1874, depicts the course
of the Vltava River, incorporating tone
painting to evoke its sounds. It features
Smetana'’s famous tune and describes
the river's journey from its sources to

Prague and beyond. The main theme
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is quoted from the 16th Century Italian

song “La Mantovana’

The fifth movement, Tabor

Tabor, completed in December 1878, is
named after the town founded by the
Hussites during the Hussite Wars. The
theme is derived from the Hussite hymn,
“Ktoz jsu bozi bojovnici.

The sixth movement, Blanik

Blanik, finished in March 1879, is named
for the mountain where a legend says

a sleeping army led by St. Wenceslaus
awaits to aid the country in times of
need. It shares musical motifs with
Tébor, forming a cohesive pair within the

cycle.

Ma vlastis a testament to Smetana’s
innovative fusion of symphonic
elements and nationalistic ideals,
offering a vivid musical journey through
Bohemian landscapes, history, and
legends.
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