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Ludwig van Beethoven
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Violin Concertoin D Major,
Op.61

II. Larghetto

11l. Rondo

Ludwig van Beethoven
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Symphony No.3in Eb Major,
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1. Allegro con brio

II. Marcia funebre — Adagio assai S RI=

Ill. Allegro vivace

IV. Allegro molto -
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PROGRAM NOTE

Ludwig van Beethoven
Violin Concerto
in D Major, Op. 61

09

Ludwig van Beethoven's Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 61, completed in 1806 in
Vienna when Beethoven was 36, stands as his only violin concerto. Composed amidst
the arrival of Napoleon in Vienna and the aftermath of Beethoven's Piano Concerto
and Eroica Symphony, the work initially faced neglect due to the prevailing popularity
of Paganini’s virtuosic style. However, it gained recognition 40 years later through a
performance by the young violinist Joseph Joachim. Today, it holds a prominent place

in the violin concerto repertoire.

The movement opens with the timpani's heartbeat, leading to a peaceful first theme.
Transitioning to a bold tutti sound, the movement unfolds with powerful moments

and a solo violin narrating life stories. The recurring four-note gesture climaxes during
the recapitulation, foreshadowing Beethoven's later Destiny Symphony. The absence
of a cadenza has allowed various notable violinists to contribute their own. Following
the vibrant first movement, the second movement begins serenely with strings. The
solo violin takes center stage, bringing a sorrowful rhythm, echoed by woodwinds and
strings. A short cadenza gives way to a sudden Rondo, providing a refreshing contrast.
The solo violin introduces a joyful theme, echoed by the orchestra. The virtuosic

solo, adorned with splendid techniques, playfully interacts with charming subsidiary
themes. The coda builds to a thrilling climax before a sudden fortissimo tutti concludes

the movement.
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Ludwig van Beethoven's Symphony No. 3 in E-flat Major, “Sinfonia Eroica,” Op. 55,
composed when Beethoven was 33, reflects his passion and resilience amid personal
crises. Dedicated initially to Napoleon, Beethoven withdrew the dedication upon

learning of Napoleon's coronation as emperor.

1st, MV'T.
Allegro con brio:

Opening with powerful tutti chords, the movement unfolds with a heroic first
theme and distinctive hemiola rhythms. The development explores various stories,
incorporating fugato and maintaining tension. The recapitulation delivers a surprising

burst of energy, leading to a lengthy coda with thematic elements.

2nd, MVT.

Marcia funebre - Adagio assai:

The gallant energy of the first movement gives way to a somber funeral march. Themes
of sorrow, anger, and hope unfold, punctuated by fanfares and a double fugato. The

movement concludes with a description of mourners leaving the ceremony.

3rd, MVT.

Allegro vivace:

A cheerful Scherzo rhythm brings lightness and joy in contrast to the preceding
movements. A hunting horn fanfare adds interest, and an anomalous rhythm in the
ending section provides a lively conclusion.

4th MVT.
Allegro molto:

In a variation form, the movement features storm-like passages and a recurring motif.
Counter melodies, fugato, and varied tempos create a dynamic journey. The brass’s
triumphant fanfare in the 10th variation adds a sense of victory beyond political

narratives.
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L.udwig van Beethoven
Symphony No3

in Eb Major, Op. 55
“*Sinfonia Eroica”
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